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From the Editor Contents 
August marks the end of summer for us in the Northern 
Hemisphere. (I need to add that qualifying phrase since we 
have readers for whom August is the end of winter — or at 
least the beginning of the end). It is also the month be-
tween summer school and the fall term — a time when 
many families can squeeze in a few days of vacation to-
gether. 
We managed to find five days to camp near Lake Michi-
gan. We are tent campers. So we worry a little about the 
weather — rain and cold. This time we had both but not 
enough to mar a good vacation. We enjoyed the water, 
varying from mirror-like calm to a surf worthy of the 
ocean. We watched four beautiful sunsets. (It takes the sun 
two and three-quarters minutes to disappear totally once 
its lower edge has touched the horizon.) We walked the 
mile and a half beach, slept late, had bacon with our 
scrambled eggs (a luxury we permit ourselves on a camp-
ing experience), popped corn, played "Dutch Blitz" by the 
light of a Coleman lantern, and had our devotions by the 
dying embers of a campfire. 
1 did take some manuscripts along to work with but my 
"reach exceeded my grasp" and I did not get much done. I 
just about finished John Wain's Samuel Johnson. I need 
one or two plane trips to complete it. 
Dr. John MacKay, a former president of Princeton 
Seminary, claimed he did much of his reading in the 
waiting room of the Princeton Junction railroad station. 
This was the junction where the commuter line from 
Princeton met the main line trains from New York and 
Philadelphia. I do not spend much time in railroad sta-
tions but airport terminals have taken their place. 
This issue — August 25 — sort of serves as a bridge be-
tween vacation (see editorial) and work (see page four). As 
these two articles point out, both leisure and labor are 
necessary for man's well-being and are in accordance with 
God's plan. God both worked and rested. 
1 suspect that the sales of The Late Great Planet Earth 
have slowed down and new titles on the same subjects are 
not as numerous as they were. But as I read church bul-
letins I notice that Sunday evening services are often 
devoted to the viewing of a film depicting the producers' 
interpretation of the "last days." 
The films are known to me by title and promotional re-
leases. Pastors and those who view these films will need to 
judge if the writer of "Prophecy Panic" is on or off target. 
Do these films and books, for that matter, properly reflect 
the biblical understanding of Christ's return and the 
restoration of all things. 
One of the more forthright articles to appear on the 
pages of recent issues of the Visitor, appears on page 
eleven. Ron Marr, editor of The Christian Inquirer is very 
articulate and forthright in regards to public education. He 
offers concrete proposals for Christian response to what he 
sees as a real threat to the Christian faith and the Chris-
tian family. He raises question regarding the principle of 
public education. This article should result in reader 
response. 
We continue to hear echoes of the church-wide pastors 
and wives retreat held at Messiah College early in July. 
One of our pastors, realizing his inability (even after writ-
ing numerous letters) to express his appreciation to all who 
contributed to the occasion, wrote to the editor: 
"I would appreciate your conveying through the Visitor, 
Bob and Jackie Keller's sincere thanks to all involved, and 
trust, if the Lord tarries, we can do it again." 
Bob and Jackie are the pastor and wife at Martinsburg. 
Glad to do it, Bob. 
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C'oter photo: Grand Teton National Park. Jenny Lake in foreground. 
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Editorial (GUEST) 
Faith at Play 
G O D H I M S E L F saw fit to "rest" when He was creating 
the world, but some of His creatures have convinced them-
selves that they cannot be spared long enough to take a 
rest. Busy at our jobs, in our churches, and elsewhere, 
many of us find it hard to take a real vacation. Even if we 
separate ourselves from our working places, we are likely 
to line up so much other activity that true rest is an impos-
sibility. 
It is not unreasonable to suppose that there is a point be-
yond which we cannot push ourselves. Yet most people 
would agree that the body, mind, and spirit are refreshed 
and renewed by periods of repose. As Miguel de Cervantes 
put it some four centuries ago, " the bow cannot always 
stay bent, nor can human frailty subsist without some law-
ful recreation." 
It has been the experience of many that putting off vaca-
tions and a change of pace results in a deteriorating psy-
chological and spiritual situation. They have found that 
incessant labor leaves one open to frustration and depres-
sion and even invites temptations. The smallness of our 
world, the fact that we are living closer and closer to-
gether, accentuates the problem. 
We must keep in mind that leisure is a requirement, a 
divine principle wrought in man in his humanity. This was 
made clear by Jesus Himself; in Mark 6:31 we read that 
He asked the disciples to come apart into the desert for a 
rest, because "there were many coming and going, and 
they had no leisure so much as to eat." One commentator 
aptly notes how it was plain that the apostles were over-
wrought and excited and needed refreshment. "This is one 
of the needed lessons for all preachers and teachers, occa-
sional change and refreshment," he adds. "Even Jesus felt 
the need of it. . . . Change was a necessity." 
Somehow this principle went astray in the historical 
shuffle, and leisure has had an adverse moral connotation 
throughout much of the modern era. As Harold D. 
Lehman notes in a nice new study, In Praise of Leisure 
(Herald Press), " for years Christian people maligned 
leisure as the just dues of the idle derelict or the dubious 
prerogative of the filthy rich." It was perhaps just as well, 
because until recent decades the average person did not 
have time for leisure anyaay. Now the work week is 
limited, and theoretically we have a lot of time on our 
hands. 
Lehman states that it is open to a great deal of question 
whether in fact we have more leisure time than our fore-
fathers. True, the TV addicts seem to have found a lot of 
time for this questionable activity, and there is a hobby 
boom on. But even people with a four-day work week com-
plain that they are too busy and never able to do all the 
things they really would like to do. Our age of affluence 
has given us so many opportunities that it is hard to con-
centrate on the enjoyment of any one! 
Leisure also gets to be an elusive concept when one tends 
to think about it simply as nonproductive time, for when 
measured against the yardstick of productivity, a great 
many areas of full-time employment are of dubious value. 
Billy Graham once pointed out in a newspaper column 
that some people accomplish more in "leisure" than others 
do in "work." Lehman contends that a Christian should 
consider his leisure not as an end in itself, nor as the op-
posite of work, but as a function in his life, which contri-
butes to his calling: " H e views rest, relaxation, fun, and 
activity in light of how they enhance or detract from this 
vocation." 
Paul Fromer, who gave up a promising career in chem-
istry to become the editor of His magazine, finds in Scrip-
ture at least nine prominent uses of leisure (Baker's Dic-
tionary of Christian Ethics): worship, rest, service, evan-
gelism, health, creative avocations, celebration, amuse-
ment, and delight. There are many ways to please God. 
We need to get away from the notion that he expects from 
us a very narrow range of deeds. Human beings are con-
structed to do a variety of things, and getting locked into a 
single one can be detrimental. 
The Christian ought to plan for leisure, and plan it care-
fully. The proud attitude, " N o one can do what I am 
doing," is particularly inappropriate for Christians. They 
of all people ought to exhibit a community of spirit and 
duty, an interdependence that allows for mutual spelling-
off. 
—Christianity Today 
The Waters of Truth 
Recently I had the privilege of a brief stay 
in the Black Hills, and we drank directly from 
streams fed by springs in the mountains. Then I pondered. 
The waters of truth flow quietly. They do not rush or roar. 
If they did, their tender and sensitive message would 
not be heard. 
The waters of truth flow deeply. The banks of the river 
of truth slope gently so that all may enter its healing 
waters, but its channel is deep—so deep that no one has 
ever plumbed it. 
The waters of truth are pure and clear. They proceed from 
springs in the valleys and hills, and are not created by 
rains that accumulate on the surface and carry silt 
and debris to the sea. 
The waters of truth are sweet. They do not intoxi-
cate like the liquors of falsehood and deceit, but 
they impart a pure satisfaction and health that nothing 
else can supply. 
The waters of truth are free. No man has to impoverish 
himself to drink of them, and until a man does drink 
he never experiences true inward freedom. 
Said Jesus: " H e that is athirst, let him 
come unto me and dr ink" (John 7:37). 
A N D D R I N K . . . until he thirsts no more, 
for he has truly found " the waters of t ru th!" 
George E. Failing 
The Wesley an Advocate 






1 H R O U G H O U T North America the traditional Labor 
Day weekend is being observed. In a way it's ironic that we 
honor labor by having a day when we do no labor. 
Most men and women still prefer to belong to a hive of 
workers . . . not a nest of drones. Researchers asked a large 
sampling of workers if they would continue to work even if 
they had enough money to live comfortably without work. 
Eighty percent surveyed replied that they would. That 
commitment to work should not surprise us for work is a 
basic element in our human makeup. 
At the very beginning of creation God gave man the 
mandate to work: "Be fruitful and multiply and fill the 
earth and subdue it." The Lord commanded (Gen. 1:28). 
God has ordained work for our own good and that of 
society. 
Some societies have belittled work as the function of 
slaves. But Christianity honors work! Jesus our Lord 
labored as a carpenter (Mark 6:3). His first disciples were 
fishermen — and there is no word of apology for their 
status as workers. Even the intellectual Apostle Paul 
worked at his trade as a tentmaker (Acts 18:3), and set as 
an economic rule that "if any will not work, neither shall 
he eat" (II Thess. 3:10). The other side of the coin, said 
Jesus, is that " the laborer is worthy of his hire" (Luke 
10:7). 
We sometimes joke about our work and about getting 
back to the daily grind or the salt mines. Seriously, how-
ever, we should thank God for the opportunity to work. 
It 's obvious, however, that for millions of people work has 
become a burden rather than a blessing. Many studies 
blame on-the-job boredom for the increase in violence. 
Part of the reason is the repetitious nature of the 
assembly line where the worker is only a kind of machine 
going through the motions. But the deeper truth is that the 
entrance of sin changed work from a joy into a toil! God 
told Adam after he had sinned, "cursed is the ground 
because of you . . . in toil you shall eat of i t . . . in the sweat 
of your face shall you eat bread" (Gen. 3:17-19). Because 
of sin, work has lost its true value. It has become an end in 
itself, and often the means of exploitation and oppression. 
Yet Jesus Christ redeems work! We are not saved by our 
works, secular or religious, but by the grace of God re-
ceived by faith (Eph. 2:8-10). But when we receive Christ 
we also gain a new perspective on work. The Christian can 
see the most menial chore as an opportunity to bring glory 
to the One who has saved him from his sins and placed him 
in the Family of God. He understands what the Apostle 
Paul meant when he urged: "Whatever you do or say, let it 
be as a representative of the Lord Jesus . . ." (Col. 3:17). 
That "Whatever you do" includes your job . . . yes, that 
humdrum job . . . not glamorous perhaps, but the arena in 
which God can be glorified in your experience. 
You and I glorify God in our work, first of all, by being 
the best workers possible. No one is impressed with the 
testimony of a professing Christian who is a shoddy 
worker or a shirker on the work team. God deserves only 
our best on the assembly line, in the office, the classroom 
or wherever we work. Actually we earn the right to testify 
by word when we demonstrate a competence and sense of 
responsibility at our place of work. 
Young people today have charged that many adults are 
so job-oriented that they have lost the joy of living. Don't 
we have to concede that a job, like anything else, can loom 
too large in our lives. A word has been coined to describe 
someone in that state. He's an workaholic . . . one who is 
addicted to his work just as an alcoholic is addicted to 
liquor. His every waking hour is taken up with his work 
and he has little or no time for anyone or anything else. 
The workaholic's wife suffers. His family suffers and he 
himself suffers as does any addict. Work, which is God's 
provision for man's well-being, becomes to the work-
aholic a source of poison. 
Someone has proposed a practical system of priorities 
to avoid the tyranny of work. The scale consists of four 
words: First, be a person; then a partner; next, a parent; 
and finally, a producer. 
First, be a real person — a fulfilled human being who 
has become a new creature in Jesus Christ and who is 
developing toward spiritual maturity. 
Then, be a partner. When you marry someone, you 
become one flesh. If work interferes and disrupts that re-
lationship, then work is as much an enemy as heroin. 
Next, be a parent. Your children are uniquely yours — 
God's gift to you. Don't permit addiction to work to cause 
you to lose them or scar their lives. 
Then, the final priority is your profession or work. By all 
means, as I've pointed out, be the best worker possible. 
But you'll bring your best to your work when you are the 
master of your job, not your job the master of you. 
In this matter the Word of God counsels a healthy, 
balanced outlook . . . honest work to the glory of God . . . 
not work as the ruthless dictator of your destiny. 
Such an ideal can be a reality only if Jesus Christ is at 
the center of your life. When He is on the throne of your 
life, other people and priorities more readily find their slot. 
But first you must turn your life over to Him by a per-
sonal act of faith. 
His call this Labor Day is unchanged: "Come to Me and 
I will give you r e s t . . . all of you who work so hard beneath 
a heavy yoke" (Matt. 11:28 LB). 
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Prophecy 
Panic/ 
Bernard M. Archer 
S O M E H O W the Christians in 
Thessalonica had gotten into a panic. 
They were convinced that the return of 
Christ was about to take place, or 
perhaps even had taken place al-
ready! 
It may have been that they mis-
understood Paul 's first epistle to the 
church in Thessalonica, in which he 
told them several wonderful truths 
about our prospects of meeting Christ 
when He comes again. At any rate, 
they were in a flap about the future. 
For this reason Paul sent them his 
second epistle in order to correct and 
calm them down. He said, "We beg 
you, brethren, not to be quickly 
shaken in mind or excited about this 
matter" (2 Thessalonians 2:2). 
In his previous letter he had said, 
"Wherefore comfort one another with 
these words" (1 Thessalonians 4:18). 
The words he was speaking about were 
the words concerning the coming of 
Christ. But they had found no com-
fort; instead, their nerves were as tight 
as the proverbial fiddle string! They 
were ready to jump out of their skin. 
I wonder what it would have done to 
those Christians if they could have 
read some of the hundreds of books 
that are now being written on proph-
ecy. What if they could have seen 
some of the present-day movies about 
the rapture? 
And I wonder how Paul would re-
act to some of the advertising lines for 
one of the current prophecy films: 
"Blood will flow like water" — "See a 
Christian hanging in agonizing pain" 
— "Savage cruelty at its worst." 
Sometime ago I was with a group of 
seventy other evangelical ministers 
The writer is pastor of the First Church of the 
Nazarene, Edmonton, Alberta. The article is re-
printed, with permission, from the Herald of 
Holiness. 
who were previewing a gospel film. It 
was the last days in living color! There 
wasn't anything left for you to im-
agine. It was all right there before 
your very eyes — wives shrieking 
when Christian husbands vanished, 
computer readout for 666 on the fore-
head, and general pandemonium! 
The film disturbed me very much. I 
was disgusted at what that religious 
horror film was doing to the audience. 
That whole group of Christian minis-
ters sat there nearly petrified and 
hardly breathing. 
The "blessed hope" of our Lord's 
return is supposed to be a source of 
comfort and joy, but those men were 
being emotionally bludgeoned. When 
the last frames of the film finally 
flickered out of the projector, there 
was numb silence. 
I thought about Paul's words again: 
"Comfort one another"; do not "be 
quickly shaken in mind or excited." 
Could any of us in that room testify 
that he had been "comforted"? 
Of course, I know that events of the 
end time will involve great trial and 
suffering. The book of Revelation is 
particularly explicit about the terrors 
that will grip the world before Christ's 
return. 
But for the Christian the New 
Testament message is comforting, not 
terrorizing. Jesus said that when men's 
hearts were "fainting with fear and 
with foreboding of what is coming on 
the world" (Luke 21:26), His people 
would be able to lift their heads in joy-
ful anticipation. 
But can anyone be stirred to "joy-
ful anticipation" by the current crop 
of prophecy films? It would be more 
accurate to say that they are being 
"shaken" and "excited" — the very 
problem that Paul was trying to cor-
rect when he wrote to the Thessa-
lonians. 
Many of us believe that we know 
where the source of this problem lies. 
The whole field of prophecy has be-
come the plaything of a lot of rampant 
imaginations. For every one detail 
about the Lord's return that the Bible 
has given us, men have added 50 more 
details from their imagination. 
They have hopelessly complicated 
an otherwise beautiful and simple 
truth. 
We believe the Bible from Genesis 
to Revelation. We are looking for 
Christ's return, but we do not have the 
detailed program and schedule of 
events that a lot of persons seem to 
have. 
We are trying to follow Jesus' ad-
monition to not let ourselves "be 
weighed down with dissipation and 
drunkenness and cares of this life" 
(Luke 21:34). We believe that the end 
will not come upon us as a surprise (1 
Thessalonians 5:4), for we are keep-
ing spiritually awake. 
At the end of the age Christ will re-
turn to bring an end to all evil on this 
earth. Whatever view we may hold 
about the timing of the Great Tribu-
lation and the rapture of the Church, 
we know that the blessed hope of His 
coming will enable us to endure what-
ever trials and persecutions may come 
our way. 
Our persecuted brothers and sisters 
in many parts of the world are al-
ready proving this through personal 
experience. And they are joyful in 
spite of their sufferings. 
We conclude with the advice Henry 
H. Halley gives in his popular Bible 
Handbook: " I t is best not to cloud the 
hope of His coming with too detailed 
a theory as to what is going to happen 
when He comes. Some people, we 
suspect, will be disappointed if Jesus 
does not follow the schedule they have 
mapped out for Him." 
August 25,1975 5 
Church News 
MESSIAH COLLEGE 
Children of the Lord on Tour 
T h e Children of the Lord, a g roup of five 
singers f rom Messiah College, have been 
on tour during July and August . Among 
their many stops were: Sou th Mounta in 
Chapel , Pa. ; Cent ra l Pennsylvania Youth 
Conference; the denominat ional Bible 
Quiz playoffs at Messiah College; Fair-
view Church , Englewood, Ohio; the Kan-
sas Youth C a m p , Pleasant Hill Church , 
Haml in , Kansas; Highland Church , West 
Mil ton, Ohio; Perk iomen Valley Church , 
Pa . ; P a r a m o u n t Church , Hagers town, 
Md. , Hollowell Church , Waynesboro; and 
the Cross R o a d s Church , Pa . 
T h e group will conclude the summer 
with a concert in the G r a n t h a m Church on 
Sunday evening, Sep tember 7. T w o of the 
five come f rom Brethren in Chris t homes: 
Kathy Long, daughter of Mr . and Mrs. 
Stanley Long, Upland , Cal i fornia ; and 
Lane Stern , son of Rev. and Mrs . Huber t 
Stern, Shippensburg, Pa. 
Othe r members of the group are Dirk 
Kel le r , L inda Z u m b r u m , and C a r o l 
Left to right: (back row) Lane Stern, Dirk 
Keller; (front row) Kathy Long, Linda Zun-
brum, Carol Harvey. 
Harvey. Ron E. Long directs this group 







Dr. D. Ray Heisey, professor of speech 
at Kent S ta te University, has been ap-
pointed president of Damavand College, 
Tehran, Iran. 
Damavand College is a liberal a r t s 
college for women with 100 years of back-
ground as part of the Presbyter ian mis-
sion program in Iran. It now has a student 
population of over 700. This fall the col-
lege moves to a new campus designed by 
F r a n k L l o y d W r i g h t F o u n d a t i o n 
architects. T h e new site is on the nor thern 
edge of Tehran in the foothills of the 
Alborz Mounta ins . 
Prior to going to Kent Sta te in 1966, Dr. 
Heisey taught at Messiah College f rom 
which school he was awarded a Bachelor in 
Theology degree. H e served as a member 
of the denominat ion ' s Board for Schools 
and Colleges f rom 1967-1974. 
Dr. Heisey is married to the former 
Susanne Van Valin. They are the parents 
of three sons, Kevin, Alec, and Ian. Dr. 
Heisey is the son of Rev. and Mrs . Henry 
P. Heisey, Louisville, Ohio. 
The Heiseys left for Iran on August 4. 
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Religious News 
Dr. Paul Petticord Dies 
Doctor Paul Pa rke r Pet t icord died at 
Madras , Oregon, on July 18, 1975. Dr. 
Pet t icord was born in Lost Springs, Kan-
sas, on J u n e 22, 1907. He is survived by his 
widow G r a c e S p a u l d i n g P e t t i c o r d , a 
brother , Emory J . Pet t icord, two daugh-
ters, Mari lyn (Haro ld ) Elmer of Hawai i 
and Paul ine ( M y r o n ) Tweed of San Diego 
and six grandchildren. 
Dr. Paul P. Pet t icord was the first 
President of Western Evangelical Semi-
nary, a g radua te school of theology located 
at Jennings Lodge, Oregon. He was elected 
to the presidency of the Seminary on 
Janua ry 7, 1947, following 14 years of pas-
toring and 6 years as a superintendent in 
his denominat ion . Since 1951 he has been 
chai rman of the Board of O M S Inter-
nat ional which has missionaries around the 
world. H e was one of the founders and 
served a t e rm as President of the Nat iona l 
Associat ion. At the t ime of his death he 
was an ordained elder of the Evangelical 
Church . 
148 Organizations Working 
For School Prayer Measure 
A to ta l of 148 nat ional , regional, s tate 
and local organizat ions, religious and 
secular, have indicated in writing their 
support of a "uni ted effort to restore 
prayer in public schools ," led by the 
Nat iona l Back to God Movemen t , based 
in Washington, D.C. 
Mrs . Bennett G. Miller, nat ional co-
ordinator , solicited the support and is 
spearheading a nat ional effort aimed at 
generat ing sufficient interest in Congress 
to pass a bill barr ing the U .S . Sup reme 
C o u r t and district cour ts f rom entering 
" a n y judgment , decree or order denying or 
restricting as unconsti tut ional , voluntary 
prayer in any public school ." 
Ea r l i e r this y e a r M r s . Mi l ler dis-
tributed a poll to all 534 members of 
House and Sena te asking if they would 
vote for such a bill. Of 155 responding, 
only nine indicated they would not vote for 
this prayer bill. 
" T h e prayer decisions (in the Sup reme 
Cour t ) have been the springboard for 
a t t acks on all o ther fo rms of public expres-
sion of reverence," says Mrs . Miller. 
"Volun ta ry school prayer was constitu-
tionally pract iced for 171 years before the 
two tragic Sup reme Cour t decisions. 
" T o o much emphasis is placed on the 
first clause of the Firs t A m e n d m e n t (to the 
U . S . Const i tut ion): 'Congress shall m a k e 
no law establishing a religion,' and too 
little on the second: ' o r prohibit the f ree 
exercise t h e r e o f , " ' she asserts. 
A s examples of " a t t a c k s on public rever-
ence ," she listed the following: " remova l 
of Bibles f rom classrooms and school 
libraries; banning invocations or benedic-
tions at graduat ion ceremonies; effort to 
remove God f rom the Army manuals; 
e f f o r t to f o r c e d i s c o n t i n u a t i o n of 
chaplains ' prayers at opening sessions of 
Congress. 
"RAF" Formed For Relief 
There ' s a new " R A F " in the air today 
— this one referring to the "Relief Air 
Fo rce" formed by a cooperative venture of 
the World Relief Commission based at 
Valley Forge, Pa., Mission Aviation Fel-
lowship of Fullerton, Calif. , and J A A R S 
(Jungle Aviation and Radio Service) of the 
Wycliffe Bible Trans la tors based on Wax-
hau, N. C. 
These agencies will seek to provide an 
instantaneous strike force with a total of 
more than 140 ai rcraf t in areas rocked by 
natural disaster around the world. With 
emergency funds f rom W R C , both of the 
air organizations will provide a i rcraf t and 
personnel to assist in relief efforts. By pro-
viding quick, on-the-scene response it is 
hoped that many more lives will be saved 
than was earlier possible. 
Two-Year Evangelistic Pilot 
Project Underway In Vancouver 
Lausanne insights on evangelism are 
being put to the test in the Vancouver 
Reachout , a two-year evangelistic out-
reach to the lower mainland of British 
Columbia . 
In accepting the invitation of 159 church 
leaders of 23 denominat ions to conduct an 
evangelistic crusade, Leighton Ford pro-
posed that the Reachout in the Canadian 
West Coas t city be envisaged as more than 
10 days of meetings in 1976. 
Some 18 months before the scheduled 
mass meetings, Ford took to prime t ime 
television to enlist grass-roots support and 
part icipation. " T h e local commit tee and 
our team wanted to move the planning be-
yond the confines of a small g roup and 
share the vision with the whole Christ ian 
const i tuency," Ford explains. 
S o m e 1,400 " h o m e party g roups" of 
four to 12 people gathered across the lower 
mainland on a recent Sa turday evening to 
watch the hour-long presentation and to 
engage in assessment and interaction. 
What's In A Name? 
Problem—For Brethren 
What does a denominat ion do when it 
wants to encourage non-sexist language in 
worship and li terature and its own name is 
Church of the Brethren? A five-member 
task force has decided it would not sug-
gest a major name change at present, but 
would encourage individuals and groups to 
develop "congregat ional awareness that 
may result in a name change ." 
Sales Up 25% At 26th Annual 
CBA Convention 
T h e sales of C h r i s t i a n b o o k s a re 
booming, and there was no clearer proof 
than at the 26th annual convention of the 
Christ ian Booksellers Association held at 
Anaheim, Calif. , July 20-24. 
Some 300 extravagant display booths at 
the Anaheim Convention Center served 
more than 5,000 registered guests who 
came buying more than ever in C B A ' s 
quar ter century of service — 25 percent 
more than in Minneapolis in 1974. 
Big names drew record crowds to the 
Anahe im Convention Center — opening 
wi th t h e R a l p h C a r m i c h a e l c o n c e r t 
featuring an 80-piece orchestra with more 
than a dozen musical groups linked to 
Light Records, a division of Lexicon 
Music. 
A m o n g the booths to meet cus tomers 
were such people as ex-Waterga te con-
spirator and newly converted Char les 
Colson . . . Cather ine Marshal l . . . Joyce 
Landorf . . . and Johnny Cash, who closed 
the five-day meeting with a concert. Cash 
forfeited a $35,000 evening in Las Vegas to 
be with the booksellers and took a 17-
room suite in the nearby Royale Inn for 
the evening. 
Festival of Faith 
Planned in Canada 
"Alive and Free ," the third Festival of 
Fai th , will be held August 17 during the 
annual Canadian Nat iona l Exhibition in 
Toronto . 
T h e R e v . M a r n e y P a t t e r s o n , an 
Anglican who is director of Invitat ion to 
Live Crusades , will be the preacher. H e is 
involved in the full t ime ministry of evan-
gelism in Canada and abroad. 
The festival is planned by representa-
tives of the Anglican, Baptist , Chris t ian 
(Disciples of Christ) , Christ ian Reformed , 
Lutheran, Pentecostal , Presbyterian, Re-
formed, Roman Cathol ic and Uni ted 
Churches and the Salvation Army . 
Japanese Congregation Plans 
A Crusade in Texas 
One-four th of the membership of Aka t -
suka Baptist Church in Nor th T o k y o is 
embarking on an evangelistic mission to 
the U.S. 
Fi f ty-four members will hold a crusade 
in Amari l lo, Texas, f r om August 3-10. 
They are going to Amer ica at their own 
expense as part of the congregat ion 's 50th 
anniversary celebration. The crusade will 
be held with the assistance of Amar i l lo ' s 
First Baptist Church . 
Witness Refuses Jury Service, 
Gets 48-hour Jail Sentence 
An Idaho judge has given a jail sentence 
to a Jehovah ' s Witness who said serving on 
a jury would conflict with his religion. 
Gustave D. Schultz, 53, was sentenced 
to 48 hours in the Kootenai County jail 
af ter he told First District Cour t Judge 
Wat t E. P ra the r that his religious con-
victions m a d e him unwilling to judge 
another human being. 
Kenyan Government Chides ICCC For 
Smith Praise, Solzhenitsyn Bid 
T h e Kenyan government has criticized 
the Internat ional Counci l of Chris t ian 
Churches ( ICCC) , meeting in congress at 
Nairobi , Kenya, for praising Rhodesian 
Pr ime Minister Ian Smi th and for inviting 
exiled Soviet au thor Alexander Solzhenit-
syn to address its sessions. 
A statement issued by the Kenyan For-
eign Ministry warned the president of 
to page sixteen 
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w ITH the earth's population exploding despite war, 
famine and catastrophes of nature, demographers and 
churchmen alike are becoming alarmed. Millions seem 
doomed to die of starvation. While scientists search for 
food substitutes, Christians do well to begin searching 
their hearts. What is our responsibility? Are we willing to 
be outdone by philanthropic humanitarians? 
We accept the proposition that the mission of the 
Church is to proclaim the gospel to every creature. We 
tend to agree that this is a task sufficiently demanding to 
claim all available resources of men and money. In prac-
tice we do not go so far as to limit all our activity to evan-
gelism and education, for we support medical services and 
provide some relief for those who are hungry and desti-
tute. But we tend to be impatient about this diversion from 
what should be the main thrust of the Christian enter-
prise. We are not "sold" on the idea that relief has a legiti-
mate place on the Church's agenda except in times of 
extraordinary crisis. 
Since we take our guidance basically from the Word of 
God, it is well to turn to the Scriptures for light on this 
question as to what God expects of His people in relation 
to the subsistence needs of mankind. The Gospel accord-
ing to Luke is especially inviting because it so often 
pictures Jesus as proclaiming the good news and also as 
ministering to the sickness and suffering of the people 
around Him. In the synagogue at Nazareth He read from 
the prophet Isaiah the following words and applied them 
to His own ministry: 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has 
anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has 
sent me to proclaim release to the captives and re-
covering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those 
who are oppressed, to proclaim the acceptable year 
of the Lord (Luke 4:18, 19, RSV). 
The opening words clearly look back to the baptism of 
Jesus when the Spirit came upon Him to equip Him for 
His mission (Luke 3:21, 22; cf. Acts 10:38). In some 
measure the remainder of the text reflects the temptation, 
in which our Lord rejected all self-seeking and indicated 
that He was prepared to take the role of Servant under 
God in ministering to the needs of the people. 
A glance at the passage reveals the prominence given to 
"preach" and "proclaim." This emphasis has led some 
interpreters to conclude that those who are described as 
the recipients — the poor, the captives, the blind, the op-
pressed — must be the spiritually poor, captives to sin, 
blind to divine truth, oppressed by the devil. But if this is 
the case, no attention is given to those who have physical 
Evangelical Visitor 
ills. Yet the Lord had already been performing works of 
mercy and healing at Capernaum (v. 23). Moreover, He 
goes on to mention such works performed by prophets of 
God in Old Testament days (vv. 25-27). As His own min-
istry developed, it involved Him in preaching and teach-
ing, on the one hand, and in works of power also. This in 
itself would appear to be warrant enough for taking the 
Isaiah 61 passage as applicable to physical as well as to 
spiritual needs. That the physical cannot be omitted is 
plain from Jesus' answer to John the Baptist during the 
fore-runner's state of misgiving. " . . . Go and tell John 
what you have seen and heard: the blind receive their sight, 
the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the 
dead are raised up, the poor have good news preached to 
them" (Luke 7:22, RSV). 
Proclamation of the good news of the kingdom was con-
sistently accompanied by the healing of the body (Luke 
6:17ff.). Jesus was a prophet mighty in deed and word 
(Luke 24:19). If either of these elements had been 
neglected, the ministry would have been one-sided. If the 
Lord had been content to minister to the physical ills of 
people to the neglect of the spoken Word, making them 
healthier and perhaps somewhat more prosperous, He 
would have left them healthy and prosperous sinners. If He 
had been content with a verbal ministry of the loving com-
passion of a gracious God, offering forgiveness of sins and 
that alone, the impression would have been left that either 
He did not care about their actual conditions of life or that 
He was powerless to help them in this area. If the latter 
conclusion were to be adopted, it could easily convey the 
impression that perhaps the spiritual deliverance He pro-
claimed was illusory and unworthy of trust. 
The healing of the paralytic (Luke 5:17-26) is especially 
helpful in this regard, for it brings out the importance of 
the physical restoration, that all could see, as validating 
the forgiveness of sins that had no visible confirmation but 
had to be accepted on faith. 
It is impossible to write off the healing ministry of Jesus 
as simply a means of accrediting Himself as God's chosen 
instrument for bringing salvation. Such an explanation 
does not begin to account for His compassion toward the 
multitudes. In the majestic scene of judgment to take place 
at His return (Matt. 25:31ff.) the enthroned king com-
mends the "sheep" for giving Him food and drink and wel-
come and visitation when in prison, then goes on to ex-
plain, "Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least 
of these my brethren, you did it to me." This can only 
mean that our Lord ever feels deeply for those who suffer 
and are deprived. 
It is true that in this setting what is commended is a min-
istry to His brethren, who are probably to be identified 
with His followers (Matt. 12:50). This raises a question 
calling for examination. Is our benevolence to be re-
stricted to those who belong to Christ? It will not do to say 
that since our Lord was sent only to the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel, the covenant nation, He has therefore 
provided us an example, telling us to confine our generosi-
ty to the household of faith. There must have been Gen-
tiles among the Galilean crowds who experienced His heal-
ing touch or shared in the meal he provided for the thou-
sands who followed Him to a remote place beside the lake 
(Luke 9:10-17). Galilee had many Gentiles. It is clear that 
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the early Church understood its responsibility toward the 
needy as including those who were "without" the circle of 
faith. Paul desired for his converts that they "abound in 
love to one another and to all men" (1 Thess. 3:12, RSV) 
and "do good to all men" (Gal. 6:10, RSV). Naturally the 
claim of believers in need has a special appeal, just as pro-
vision for one's own household has a certain priority over 
ministering to the plight of those beyond the family circle. 
The same apostle who exhorted his readers to "contribute 
to the needs of the saints" (Rom. 12:13, RSV) had this to 
say: " . . . if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, 
give him drink . . ." (Rom. 12:20, RSV). If even an enemy 
has claim upon us, how much more do those who bear us 
no grudge or animosity but wonder at our lack of readi-
ness to extend the helping hand. 
This writer must confess that for some years he shared 
the point of view that the Christian ought to concentrate 
on supporting the spread of the gospel on the ground that 
there are plenty of people, both Christian and non-Chris-
tian, who will respond to the plea to aid the sick and the 
starving, unable to resist a tugging at their heartstrings 
when they look at pictures of gaunt mothers and 
emaciated children. This is not a sound position for the be-
liever to take. Our giving should compass both the spirit-
ual and the material destitution of our fellow men. Other-
wise, we are being untrue to the example of Christ and the 
early Church. After all, there is only one ministry, that of 
our Lord, and He continues it through His people (Acts 
1:1). We must not be guilty of curtailing its proper dimen-
sions. 
As a matter of fact, missionaries who would prefer to 
spend most of their time in spreading the good news are 
drawn into the task of food distribution because they find 
that people in a near starving condition are so benumbed 
by their plight that they cannot concentrate on their spirit-
ual need and are literally unable to take in the message of 
salvation. Such people, once they are provided with food, 
are often ready to hear the gospel, if only out of sheer 
gratitude for the help given to them. 
It is not enough to attempt to salve the conscience by an 
occasional burst of generosity. What is called for to meet 
the vastness of the problem is nothing less than a commit-
ment to a pattern of living that is deliberately geared to 
sharing, a mind-set that thinks of the needs of others in the 
same solicitous way that one thinks of his own needs. Such 
an attitude is one of the tokens of genuine discipleship. 
Last summer some 4,000 Christian leaders from many 
lands met at Lausanne, Switzerland to consider afresh the 
challenge of world evangelization. It is encouraging that 
the covenant into which the great majority of the dele-
gates entered, majoring as it should in evangelism, con-
tains also this significant sentence: "Those of us who live in 
affluent circumstances accept our duty to develop a simple 
life style in order to contribute more generously to both re-
lief and evangelism." Are we ready to sign? 
Reprinted from World Vision, used by permission. Copyright 1975 by 
World Vision, Inc. Monrovia, California. 
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Following the meeting of the Mennonite World Presidium addi-
tional representatives from Mennonite churches joined in a 
three-day discussion on the Anabaptist faith and mission. Our 
membership in the Mennonite World Conference and our his-
toric emphasis in missions causes this to be an article worth 
reading. — Editor 
Sketching the Shape 
of Anabaptist Missions 
Lois Barrett 
W H A T IS the core of Anabapt i s t faith? 
How should Mennoni tes go about world 
mission? 
The questions were not new, but the con-
text was. 
An increasing number of Mennoni tes in 
the world — now about 26 percent — are 
of non-Teutonic (German-Dutch-Swiss) 
background . To what belief can all these 
Mennoni tes of diverse origin adhere? And 
how can Mennoni tes all over the world find 
al ternat ive pa t te rns to unilateral missions 
f rom the Nor th Atlant ic to the rest of the 
world? 
Pe rhaps for the first t ime, Mennoni tes 
f rom five cont inents sat down together to 
discuss these quest ions July 3-5 at an 
expanded meeting of the Mennoni te World 
Conference presidium in San Juan , Puerto 
Rico. 
The g roup included about thirty persons 
— the presidium members plus about an 
equal n u m b e r f r o m N o r t h A m e r i c a n 
organizat ions and Third World churches 
— who met for two days just following the 
regular presidium meeting. 
The first task was to discuss, W h a t is the 
core of Anabap t i sm? and even, Do we 
want to be Anabapt i s t? 
T h e missionary fervor of the last hun-
dred years which gave non-Teutonic Men-
nonite churches their start , " c a m e more 
f rom a religious awakening in American 
Pro tes tan t i sm than f rom a recovery of six-
t e e n t h - c e n t u r y A n a b a p t i s t m i s s iona ry 
zeal ," said Don Jacobs of Landisville, 
Pennsylvania, fo rmer missionary in Tan-
zania. 
Missionaries of ten presented not the 
total gospel as unders tood in the Ana-
baptist t radi t ion, but a " ske le ta l " gospel 
— the promise of salvation, but not the 
demands of discipleship. Thus the non-
Teuton ic Mennoni te churches a re not 
within the normal historical s t ream of the 
dominan t movement , said Jacobs . They 
must somehow find the Anabapt i s t church 
in their future, not in their past . 
But when those around the table began 
answering the question, Do we want to be 
A n a b a p t i s t ? a f f i rma t ive and nega t ive 
answers c a m e f rom representatives of both 
" y o u n g e r " and " o l d e r " churches. 
Daniel Schipani of the Argentine Men-
nonite Church , now studying in Prince-
ton, New Jersey, told the group that the 
problem was not in being too Anabapt is t , 
but in being not Anabapt is t enough. 
Takash i Y a m a d a of the Kyushu Men-
nonite Conference in Japan also affirmed, 
" I have been so deeply and strikingly in-
spired by the Anabapt is t vision. It has be-
come a part of my definition of Chris-
tianity and myself ." 
Only when you try to interpret your own 
spiritual heritage and find your own identi-
ty in the Anabapt is t vision can you cause 
people overseas to try to find their own 
identities in the Anabapt is t vision, he said. 
Others , including some North Ameri-
cans, were like Char les Chr is tano of In-
donesia, who said, "1 just preach Christ , 
the skeletal gospel. When people are first 
converted, I suggest that they go to any 
church . " 
" W h a t is pure Anabap t i sm?" asked Su-
hadiweko Djojodihardjo of Indonesia. 
" T h e r e are so many kinds of Mennonites 
in the world that we ourselves don ' t know 
what is Mennoni t i sm." 
Several trial definitions were offered. 
The essence of Anabapt i sm is being a 
first-generation p e o p l e , sa id R o b e r t 
Ramseyer of Elkhart , Indiana, in a paper 
prepared ahead of t ime. He was unable to 
be present. 
" T h e only way to be genuine disciples of 
Jesus Christ is to be par t of a group which 
is s o c i o l o g i c a l l y , a t t i t u d i n a l l y first 
genera t ion ," he wrote. 
Thus the church must be so engaged in 
mission that a large proport ion of the 
g r o u p will a lways be first-generation 
Christ ians. 
Shar ing the vision is the way of being 
faithful to Jesus Christ , Ramseyer said. 
Anabap t i sm is fellowship and disciple-
ship, said Djojodihardjo . 
W e are a family just as the Belete family 
is a family, said Million Belete of the 
Meserete Kristos Church in Ethiopia, one 
of the M e n n o n i t e Wor ld C o n f e r e n c e 
groups which does not use the word Men-
nonite in its name. " W e don ' t know how 
we a re different f rom others, but we are a 
fami ly . " 
The definition which broke new ground, 
however, was given by Y a m a d a , who, in 
his response to Ramseyer ' s paper saw 
Anabapt i sm as an at t i tude of conf ron ta -
tion within the fellowship and with respect 
to the outside world and existing power 
structures. This at t i tude expresses itself 
concretely in discipleship, the believers' 
church, and love and nonresistance. 
One implication of the confront ing atti-
tude is that anti-Western thought is a char-
acteristic nature of Anabap t i sm, said 
Y a m a d a . 
" I f the Anabapt is t movement were a 
confronta t ion with the tradit ional Western 
Christ ianity and 'Cons tant in ianism, ' it 
must be the antithesis and a judgment to 
the modern Western Christ ian society, 
which, as a whole, has not been able to 
overcome essentially that Constant inian-
ism. . . . Anabap t i sm is a j udgmen t on 
scientific ra t ional i sm," he said. 
Although not coming to consensus on 
the definition of Anabapt i sm, the ex-
panded presidium meeting did reach some 
conclusions on the new shape of world 
missions. 
In a five-point s t a t e m e n t on A n a -
baptism and world missions, the expanded 
presidium said the Mennoni te World Con-
ference should provide a fo rum for world-
wide dialog on missions for the forseeable 
future. 
Ideas of a worldwide mission board 
u n d e r t he a u s p i c e s of M W C w e r e 
suggested but ignored or rejected both by 
those in Nor th Amer ica who wanted to 
preserve their au tonomy and those else-
where who resisted more bureaucracy. 
I n s t e a d , t h e s t a t e m e n t c a l l e d f o r 
M W C ' s becoming a "wor ld communi ty of 
d iscernment" where those in Western ser-
vice and mission p rograms could listen 
more attentively to those in Asia, Afr ica , 
and Latin Amer ica — and where those in 
the Third World could offer their re-
sources in evangelism and spiritual vitality 
for missions throughout the world. 
Can we find genuinely mutual struc-
tures for developing and sharing our re-
sources of personnel, money, and spiritual 
gifts? the s ta tement asked. 
to page fourteen 





C h R I S T I A N S face a crisis of 
conscience of such proportions as has 
not previously been known in the free 
world. 
Public issues such as pornography, 
obscenity, and violence in print and 
the electronic media, drug and alcohol 
abuse, lotteries and gambling, and the 
horrors of abortion cry out for Chris-
tians to take a decisive stand. World 
famine tears at the hearts of com-
passionate Christians as they wonder 
how much they can really do to meet 
such mammoth need, particularily as 
they sense their prime responsibility to 
support the preaching of the Good 
News of eternal life. And there are so 
many more issues demanding decision 
and action by responsibly concerned 
Christian people. 
But the one issue that comes nearest 
home, the issue to which a few of 
God's people have finally begun to 
face, is the education of their own chil-
dren. 
The first half of my adult life was 
spent working with teenage young 
people on the high school scene. While 
many times I was intensely unhappy 
with much that occurred on the edu-
cational front, I had little thought to 
any need of changing the public school 
system for anything else. 
There were some reasons for satis-
faction with it. 
Besides, it was the only system with 
which I was familiar. And being en-
gaged there in evangelism, I saw the 
importance of Christian young people 
Ron Marr is the founder and editor of The 
Christian Inquirer, an international, monthly 
Christian tabloid. He and his family attend the 
Sherkston, Ontario, Brethren in Christ Church 
and his daughter is a student at Niagara Chris-
tian College. The context of this article first 
appeared as an editorial in The Christian In-
quirer. 
mingling with their peers who were 
without a Savior. Attempting to come 
to grips with the current educational 
morass, however, I have come to the 
conclusion that our children are no 
longer safe in many of our state-run, 
so-called public schools. Many people 
reached this same conclusion in regard 
to the universities when they dropped 
God in favor of the age. In un-
precedented proportions educators 
have thrown open the door to welcome 
immoral sexual education, porno-
graphy in print and film, homosexu-
als, rebellion against parents and 
country. 
Thank God that there are still many 
godly and responsibly concerned 
teachers in our public schools and that 
not all schools have succumbed to the 
full impact of the godless sophisticates 
who control much of public education 
at all levels. 
It is a proven fact that resource 
persons and materials encouraging sex 
outside of marriage, masturbation, 
homosexuality, ana other damaging, 
immoral, evil acts have been or are 
now being used in our public schools. 
It is not without much concern for 
the other implications of such a move 
that I call on every Christian parent 
with school-age children to consider 
withdrawing them from all courses 
and classes where condoning of any 
such acts is presented even as an alter-
native. The moral tone of some classes 
today is hardly that of which the 
Christian can approve. A close exami-
nation of health and sex education 
classes would probably reveal that stu-
dents should not be allowed to attend 
until the school administration has 
provided absolute assurances that they 
guarantee to stay away from such un-
acceptable emphases. 
If these classes are considered com-
pulsory, it may even be necessary to 
resort to keeping the student out of 
school altogether, informing the 
public media of the area why this is 
being done, and finding out what the 
school authorities will try to do about 
it. They haven't a leg to stand on! 
Fortunately, the parent's religious 
convictions still take precedence in law 
above the whims of the educational 
bureaucracy. 
I realize that such drastic measures 
are not without high risk. Such action 
could well result in ridicule for the 
children, yes, persecution even for the 
entire family. However, this should 
not deter us from doing right. Chris-
tians are often misunderstood for far 
less consequential matters than these. 
May we never lose sight of the fact 
that "They that will live godly in 
Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution" 
— that a Christian is not optionally 
different but intrinsically different 
from the world around. And that those 
who march out of step with the crowd 
are always subject to ridicule, but it is 
only those who march out of step with 
a world gone wrong who can please 
their Loid. 
There is another conclusion to 
which I have come in my great swing 
around in perspective. While recog-
nizing that the public school system 
has provided a great cohesive factor in 
our society, I have now concluded that 
government has no place in edu-
cation. 
First, what better way can any 
government find to protect itself than 
by regulating what the children of the 
country are taught. But second, and 
even more important, is the fact that 
the home should have a completely 
free choice as to how and where its 
children are educated; that the par-
ents should keep a close watch over 
the teaching and training received by 
their children; that to abdicate this to 
state or to church is irresponsible. 
When I stand before God I will give 
answer to God for my children. So I 
am a fool indeed if I turn my back on 
those who share in their spiritual train-
ing, but more of a fool if I disregard 
the influence of those who would en-
deavor to negate that spiritual train-
ing. 
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FIRST PLACE 
Now We'll Have to Pay 
Phyllis Musser 
G E O R G E C O L L I N S was very upset 
when he left home early that morning. 
He had slept badly and his wife's 
nagging hadn't helped any. He had a 
lot of work ahead of hin at the office. 
He worked as an insurance man. He 
made a good salary and lived in an im-
pressive neighborhood. He went to 
church regularly and had a reputation 
for being a good Christian. 
As he went down the street he 
scowled at everyone. They had every-
thing going for them, he thought 
angrily. He wasn't looking forward to 
the long discussions awaiting him. His 
mind being elsewhere, he didn't see the 
little girl who stepped into his path, 
and he bumped into her. 
"Watch where you're going!" he 
snapped, and continued walking. 
He entered the office building ig-
noring the cheerful greetings and 
smiles. Once in his office, he sunk 
down into a chair and sighed deeply. 
" M r . Collins?" 
He closed his eyes as if to keep his 
temper and replied. "Yes?" 
"Could I see you for a minute?" 
"What about, Miss Jamisen?" 
"Well, you know that life policy we 
discussed the other day? Well, you 
know you said something about 
clauses or something. You said some-
times your company doesn't pay in 
cases of death. What cases?" 
" D o we really have to go into this 
now, Miss Jamisen. It 's not like you're 
going to commit suicide or some-
thing. Couldn't you come back later?" 
"But, I just wanted to know, I 
mean, my little boy, well if something 
would happen to me, he would get the 
money, wouldn't he?" 
"Yes , Miss J amisen , " was the 
mocking reply. "I told you that yester-
day. Now may I have some peace?" 
"Please, Mr . Collins? Did . . . Did 
you say something about suicide? If 
that would . . . would happen, would 
my little boy get the money?" 
"Oh come on! No, he wouldn't get 
the money. Anyway what's all tnis 
about suicide? You'd think you were 
going to kill yourself or something. 
Now, is there anything else or may I 
be alone." 
"Sure, I mean . . . I 'm going . . . I 
. . . I 'm sorry . . . I j u s t . . . w e l l . . . oh 
never mind . . . Good-bye, Mr. Col-
lins." And she practically ran out of 
the room. 
"Oh, good heavens!" sighed Mr. 
Collins. " I wish these loony women 
would pick on someone else." 
It was around 8:00 when Dana woke 
up. It was a terrible morning. She had 
lost her job and was being evicted be-
cause she couldn't pay her rent. What 
was she going to do with Tommy. He 
was only four years old now and she 
surely couldn't keep him. Oh . . . what 
was she going to do. 
Dana had moved to New York a 
few months before. Her parents had 
been killed in an airplane accident and 
she had had to get away. She had no 
friends. Except . . . well except that 
man she had talked to about in-
surance. "Maybe . . ." Dana jumped 
up. She quickly dressed and walked 
rapidly to the office building. He had 
seemed so friendly. Maybe he could 
help. 
Mr. Collins made it through the rest 
of the day and went home. His day 
hadn't been quite so bad after all. His 
wife greeted him at the door and he 
was feeling so much better. He sat 
down in his favorite chair and read the 
newspaper as he always did. One 
article in particular caught his eye. 
SUICIDE OR NOT 
The death of Miss Dana Jamisen is 
being questioned as to whether she com-
mitted suicide today in her home. Ap-
parently she turned on the gas on her stove 
and fell asleep. She was discovered by her 
neighbor. Her son, Tommy, four, was 
taken immediately to the hospital and is in 
satisfactory condition. There were no rela-
tives. 
" O h wow!" said Mr . Collins. 
"What will these crazy women do 
next?" 
"What was that, Dear?" his wife 
asked. 
" N o t h i n g much. S o m e crazy 
woman committed suicide in a "ques-
tionable manner" so we'll probably 




The plain I was on 
stretched into an unending 
ocean of sorrow. 
1975 Creative Arts Contest 
Included in the last issue of the Visitor were the Winning Art Forms 
entries in the Creative Arts Contest for youth. On these pages are the 
winning Creative Writing entries. 
This year 25 young people submitted 61 entries in the Creative Arts 
Contest. 
First Place: "Now We'll Have to Pay" — by Phyllis Musser, East Berlin, Pa. 
Congregation — Morning Hour Chapel 
Second Place: "The Cruel Sea" — by Shirley Lynn Carter, Upland, Calif. Con-
gregation — Upland 
Honorable Mention: "Sorrow" — by Douglas Brandt, Abilene, Kansas. 
Congregation — Abilene (This poem is in the form of haiku — a kind of short 
poem invented in Japan centuries ago.) 
Honorable Mention: "God" — by Phyllis Musser, East Berlin, Pa. Congrega-
tion —Morning Hour Chapel (This entry will appear in the September 10 
issue.) 
Honorable Mention: "George" — by Nancy Snyder, Lancaster, Pa. Congrega-
tion — Manor (This entry will appear in the September 10 issue.) 
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SECOND PLACE 
The Cruel Sea 
Shirley Lynn Carter 
r-
1 HE little boy raised his head and 
looked around the hut. His mother 
and sisters were lying, asleep on their 
grass mats. Except for the steady 
sound of their breathing, all was quiet. 
Soon they would rise. His mother 
would go and draw their water from 
the well in the middle of the village, 
and his s is ters would s ta r t the 
breakfast fire. When his mother re-
turned, they would eat. After break-
fast, he must leave the hut and go to 
the shore. There he would dig for 
clams and wait for his father to return 
from fishing. 
His father and most of the other 
men of the village had left hours ago, 
long before dawn, to find the places 
where the fish fed, and to catch them 
in their nets. Soon, they would return 
with their canoes full of fish. There 
would be much rejoicing then, for the 
people of Navasota depended upon the 
sea for all they had. The fish gave 
them food and the seals gave them 
clothing. Without them, the people of 
Navasota would die. It was a hard life, 
and many times they went hungry, but 
it was also a rich and happy life. The 
people lived each day fully, cherishing 
each hour of their precious hard-
earned lives. It can be said that they 
truly loved and appreciated life. 
The little boy rose and stretched. 
Being careful not to wake his mother 
and sisters, he rolled up his sleeping 
mat, set it in the corner, and walked 
out of the hut. The sun was rising, and 
it looked like a normal sunny day, but 
the boy sensed that something was 
wrong. The air was warm and heavy 
almost stifling. 
Shaking off his uneasiness, the boy 
walked through the village down to the 
shore. The ocean was as smooth as 
glass. Barely a ripple could the boy de-
tect. This was strange, for the shore 
was usually constantly lapped by gen-
tle waves. The uneasiness came over 
him again, and he sat down on the 
sand, sorely troubled. Something was 
wrong. He could not tell what, but 
there was a fear and uneasiness 
flowing through his body that he had 
never felt before in his entire life. It 
was not the fear of hunger, of cold. 
That fear, he had often felt before. It 
was a strange feeling, a fear of some-
thing deadly and unknown. 
He wished his father would return. 
He was wise, and he would know what 
was the matter. Also, the boy sensed 
that part of the fear in him was being 
caused by the quiet and uncannily still 
ocean. He had seen many violent and 
terrible storms, but none had inspired 
in him a fear as great as the fear this 
sinister silence gave him. 
Shading his eyes against the rapidly 
rising sun, the boy gazed out upon the 
ocean. Far in the distance, he saw the 
vague outlines of many canoes. A 
wave of relief swept over him. The 
men were safe. He turned and ran 
back to the village. Everyone was 
awake now, and they all turned and 
stared as he raced through the village 
to his hut. He arrived panting and 
g a s p i n g fo r b r e a t h . " M o t h e r ! 
Mother!" he cried, "The men are 
coming! Hurry up and come meet 
them." Then he dashed out the door. 
Oh, it was good to be free of that 
dreadful fear! 
He skipped down to the beach and 
waited for the men to get close enough 
so he could wade in and help them 
drag their heavily laden canoes to 
shore. The sea was still silent and for-
biddingly calm, but he shook off the 
fear that began again to creep through 
him. After all, the men were safe. 
What else could possibly be the 
matter? 
The men were drawing close to the 
shore now, and he waded into meet 
them. He wondered what kind of fish 
they had caught this time. Hopefully 
dolphin. They were everyone's favor-
ite. Bonitos were good too, and they 
were easy to catch. Even when there 
were no other fish, there were plenty of 
bonitos. 
As the boy grew closer to them, 
though, he saw their faces were trou-
bled. Also, strangest of all, their boats 
were empty. He saw not even a single 
fish. Slowly he waded forward. When 
he reached the canoes, he grabbed the 
side of one, and helped the men, who 
had already gotten out, to pull them to 
shore. Not a word was said. It was not 
the place of a young boy to question 
those older and wiser than himself. 
Neither would the women ask ques-
tions. When the men were ready, they 
would tell them what happened to the 
fish. 
The men reached the shore. Many 
of those who hadn't gone fishing had 
now gathered at the shore and were 
waiting to hear about the fishing. 
Then, finally, the boy's father spoke. 
"Our boats are empty," he said, "We 
went to all of our usual fishing places, 
but we neither caught nor saw a single 
fish. The sea is troubled, and the fish 
sense it. They have all left these 
waters." 
A murmer rose among the group on 
the shore. Many times, the fishing had 
been poor, but never had the sea 
around them been completely empty 
of fish. All eyes focused upon the mys-
terious sea. There had to be a reason 
for this disappearance. The air was 
static with a mixture of fear, excite-
ment, and dread. The boy felt the fear 
in him again, only much, much 
stronger than before. His nerves were 
as taut as bowstrings, and the unex-
plainable fear in him was steadily 
rising to terror. 
Then, far off in the distance, he saw 
something. He gaped, glued to the 
ground, hypnotized by the immensity 
of the thing. Soon, his senses came 
back to him, and with them came a 
terror unlike anything he had ever felt 
before. He screamed, and turning to-
wards the village, ran as fast as his legs 
would carry him, away from the cause 
of his terror. His scream broke the 
spell, and the rest of the villagers, who 
had also been frozen with terror, ran 
wildly after him, tripping and falling 
blindly in their fright. Following them, 
growing even closer to the shore, came 
the thing: a gigantic wall of water 
formed by a seaquake far out in the 
ocean. It had been gathering water on 
its way to the island, until now it was 
the most gigantic tidal wave ever seen. 
It was over 300 feet high, and was 
thundering down upon the shore at al-
most 350 mph. Within seconds, it 
reached the shore. It loomed up over 
the tiny island and cast a gigantic 
shadow over the fleeing villagers. Then 
it descended upon them, burying the 
village and all of its inhabitants in a 
great mass of swirling, frothing water. 
Huts, canoes, and yes, people, were 
swept up and carried off to sea in the 
wave's deadly current. Smaller waves 
hit the island, completely demolishing 
the village, and destroying all life. 
Finally, the last of the waves broke 
against the shore. The sun poked out 
from behind a cloud, and cast a light 
of artificial peace on the destruction. 
There was a terrible, tragic stillness — 
everywhere. 
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SKETCHING THE SHAPE 
from page ten 
It also called for dispersing the con-
centrat ion of financial and institutional 
power for decision making in the Western 
churches, reversing the tendency to use 
only the English language in world Men-
nonite meetings, and training Third World 
leadership. 
Asian, Afr ican , and Lat in Amer ican 
representatives were not calling for a 
mora to r ium on Nor th Amer ican European 
personnel and finances. One of our mis-
sions is to each other , Belete said. 
" B u t how do we avoid 'big b ro the r i sm" 
without denying the legit imate needs of the 
'younger churches?" asked P. J . Ma laga r 
of the Mennoni te Church of India. 
Chr is tano told N o r t h American repre-
sentatives, " I f you want to come to In-
donesia, come to work in our p rogram. 
Don ' t come and expect us to carry out 
your p rogram. W e are ready to work with 
any mission board if you don ' t raise your 
flag.-
Exactly what s t ructures will enable a 
mutual sending and receiving to occur 
were not specified, but the discussion will 
be continued during the next three years. 
The expanded presidium recommended 
a weeklong workshop in connection with 
the tenth assembly in 1978 to continue the 
discussion begun in Puerto Rico. Invitees 
would include the Counci l of Mission 
Board Secretar ies in Nor th Amer ica and 
related bodies in other regions. 
Specifically, the workshop would discuss 
the core of Anabapt i s t faith which all 
M W C bodies have in common and would 
look at some set of new relationships 
through which the total church could share 
its resources for world mission. 
A consultation on the same subject in-
volving mission groups around the world 
might also be held before 1978. 
The question on which discussion was 
most lacking a t the San Juan meeting and 
which will need to be a major agenda item 
in fu ture meetings was, How does being 
Anabapt i s t affect how one does mission? 
Or, what is the relationship of the form to 
the content of the message? 
The question was touched on at several 
points. 
Ramseyer suggested that sharing the 
vision is the way of being faithful to Jesus 
Chris t , tha t the essence of Anabapt i sm is 
evangelism. 
Y a m a d a responded that to say that 
world missions should be carried out in 
order to recover the Anabapt is t vision was 
proceeding in the wrong direction. Men-
nonites should build worldwide solidarity, 
f rom which real concern for the world 
missions may come out naturally, he said. 
Evangelism and church planting are part 
of the inner s tructure of the confront ing 
at t i tude. 
The problem of connecting fo rm and 
content was shown most clearly in the 
report f rom one small group discussion. 
Someone in the g roup had lamented the 
fact that Asian Mennoni te Services, the 
new Asia Mennoni te mission board , had 
begun discussing work in Bangladesh five 
years ago and still did not have anyone 
there under its own auspices. 
" I sn ' t being in such a hurry a Western 
idea?" someone suggested. 
Another replied, "Bu t think of how 
many people could have been won for 
Christ in those five years ." 
Par t of the question of form and con-
tent is being answered, however, by an 
affirmation that worldwide brotherhood 
means tha t missions must not happen the 
way they did fifty years ago. 
N o longer can Nor th American boards 
in annual meetings make all the decisions 
a b o u t evange l i sm overseas . Decis ion 
making must involve Mennoni tes f rom 
other par ts of the world who also have re-
sources to share. N o longer is there one set 
of rules for Nor th Amer ica and Europe 
and another for newer churches. 
T h e old assumptions have been broken, 
and the task for the next few years is to 
build a new set of guidelines on which 
Mennoni te world missions can proceed. 
C HURC H N E W S 
from page six 
Kenbrook Hymn Sing 
Kenbrook Camp now belongs to the 
Atlantic Conference. Enlargement plans 
are underway. 15 acres have been added 
which are to become a family camping 
center. Plans are in the making for a 
winterized retreat center. 
The Camp Board of Directors planned a 
Conference-wide Hymn Sing to introduce 
more people to the camp. A report of this 
Sunday afternoon fellowship is given be-
low by Lucille Ulery. 
T h e last Sunday in J u n e the friends of 
Kenbrook Bible C a m p came with their 
lawn chairs to the newly acquired camp 
proper ty for a H y m n Sing. Area Brethren 
in Chr is t churches had been asked to share 
music f rom their groups. Messiah H o m e 
Chape l featured T h e Eva Books trio ( that ' s 
right, with the aid of a tape recorder). 
Ref ton , M a n o r , Cross Roads and Fair land 
churches brought fine young groups. The 
Jesse Dour te family sang. Fai r land, M a n -
heim, and Re f ton ' s choirs brought music. 
El izabethtown church had a male en-
semble and Pequea a mixed quartet . Can -
dlel i te P r o d u c t i o n s f r o m P e r k i o m e n 
Valley provided the sound system and also 
gave several selections. John Eyer led the 
entire assembly of about 400 in congre-
gational singing as well as a mass choir 
composed of all the singing groups. 
Af te r the hymn sing folks shared in an 
informal t ime of fellowship around the 
picnic baskets and campfire . A thunder 
shower then told us it was t ime to go home, 
bringing to an end a delightful af ternoon 
spent on the new campground area of Ken-
brook C a m p . 
A view of the "congregational singing" under the 
trees. 
Brethren in Christ 
Are Stiii Farming 
There was a time when nearly all Breth-
ren in Christ families were farm families. 
Urbanization has affected the church and 
fewer and fewer are farmers. 
There are still some congregations with 
a strong farm membership. The Mount 
Rock congregation, near Shippensburg, 
Pa., is one. Avery Musser is pastor of this 
congregation: 
M T . R O C K 
C L O S E T O T H E S O I L 
T h e membership of the Mt . Rock Breth-
ren in Chris t Church consists of thirty 
some families. Of that number thirteen are 
farm families. T h a t this is a farm congre-
gation came into focus recently when the 
Pennsylvania Young Fa rmer s Association 
came to the communi ty for a two-day 
event. The news account stated tha t more 
than 300 young fa rmers and their wives 
were expected to attend with headquar te rs 
on the campus of Shippensburg S ta te Col-
lege. 
In listing the highlights of the confer-
ence, which was mainly f a rm tours, the 
news listed four of the Mt . Rock f a rm 
operat ions as places to visit which in-
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volves five of the fa rm families of the con-
gregation. 
Here are the items of interest at each 
farm: 
Walter Grove — a carrousel milker, 
automatic prep-stalls used to wash cows, 
bot tom unloading silo and a well-planned 
farm office. 
Gettel Farm and Dairy Store — 300 
acres of alfalfa, four Harvestore silos, a 
Herrinbone milking parlor and a dairy jug-
ging operation. 
Thrush Brothers & Sons — 166-stall 
free dairy complex, complete with a Surge 
diagonal side opening parlor. 
Harold Wenger — featuring comfort 
stalls and a pipeline milking system. 




The Cedar Grove congregation is 
anticipating an addition to their church 
building. On Ju ly 6 Rev. Alvin C. 
Burkholder spoke to the group concerning 
total commitment in preparation for the 
fund drive to be held in November. Rev. 
Eugene Heidler is the pastor. 
The Mowersville W M P C met on 
Wednesday evening, July 16, with Clara 
Leedom sharing her work in the Bahamas. 
The pastor is Rev. Mervin Potteiger. 
Atlantic 
On Saturday, July 12, the Conoy 
congregation held a farewell for their 
pastor, Allon Dourte and family. The con-
gregation presented them with a painting 
of the church and parsonage. Rev. Jay 
Sisco was installed as pastor at Conoy on 
Sunday morning, July 20. 
The young people of the Stowe congre-
gation went to see a "Phill ies" baseball 
game on July 18. They were guests of their 
f o r m e r pastor , Rev. and Mrs . Luke 
Reefer, Jr . , of Halifax. The present pastor 
is Rev. Charles Hughes. 
Canadian 
Attendance of the Collingwood congre-
gation has more than doubled with per-
sons from some 50-60 new families at-
tending. The pastor is Rev. Dale Shaw. 
The Stayner congregation reports five 
persons being baptized and three received 
into membership recently. Rev. Harvey 
Sider is the pastor. 
Central 
Beulah Chapel (Ky.) had a "ful l house" 
for the film, " T h e Burning Hell ," on 
S a t u r d a y , J u n e 28. The Knifiey and 
Bloomington congregations helped spon-
sor the film. The pastors are: Beulah 
Chapel — Rev. Harold Wolgemuth, and 
Knifley and Bloomington — Rev. Wilbur 
Benner. 
The Junior Missionary Prayer Band of 
the Lakeview Community congregation 
held a Bike-a-Thon and earned $119.19 for 
the mission project. Eight members of the 
congregation spent ten days at the Navajo 
Mission, Bloomfield, New Mexico. The 
group spent their time doing a variety of 
jobs at the Mission. The pastor is Rev. 
Kenneth Royer. 
Midwest 
The Zion congregation held a reception 
service on Sunday, July 20, when five 
persons were received into membership. 
Two persons received baptism. Rev. Paul 
Z. Hess is the pastor. 
Births 
Dykstra: Wayne George, born July 1, to 
Mr. and Mrs. George Dykstra, Christian 
Union congregation, Ind. 
Ferguson: Leah Shea, born May 27, to 
Mr. and Mrs. Don Ferguson, Lakeview 
Community congregation, Mich. 
Landis: Jonathan Michael, born June 
14, to Mr. and Mrs. Luke Landis, Cedar 
Grove congregation, Pa. 
Lodge: Byron Lynn, born May 4, to Mr. 
and Mrs. David Lodge, Shermans Valley 
congregation, Pa. 
Melius: April Dawn, born April 22, to 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Melius, Shermans 
Valley congregation, Pa. 
Ruth: Becky Jo, born June 24, to Mr. 
and Mrs. Robert Ruth, Grantham con-
gregation, Pa. 
Schegel: Andrew Lee, born May 31, to 
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Schegel, Cedar 
Grove congregation, Pa. 
Schlafman: Mark Edward, born July 1, 
to Mr . and Mrs. Gordon Schlafman, 
Highland congregation, Ohio. 
Shoemaker: Brent Scott, born July 2, to 
Mr. and Mrs. Layton Shoemaker, Gran-
tham congregation, Pa. 
Wingert: Eric Lynn, born June 17, to 
Mr. and Mrs. Lynn Wingert, Gran tham 
congregation, Pa. 
Weddings 
Blythe-Swift: V'Anne Evaline, daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Millard S. Swift, and 
Jonathan Daniel, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Michael E. Blythe, both of Tipp City, 
Ohio, June 28 at the home of the bride's 
parents , with Rev. Elam O. Dohner 
officiating. 
Cober-Bennett: Jennifer May, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Bennett, Bihar, 
India, and John Foster, son of Mrs. 
Audrey Cober, Petersburg, Ont. , July 5, in 
the Wainfleet Church with Rev. Edward 
Cober officiating. 
W r e a k s - P u t m a n : Char lo t te Paul ine , 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Walter Put-
man, and Douglas Wayne Wreaks, Fort 
Erie, Ont., July 12, in the Bertie Church 
with Rev. Edward Gilmore officiating. 
Obituaries 
Bender: Natalie Dawn Bender, age 8 
years, died July 4, 1975. She was the 
daughter of David L. and Lula Stem 
Bender who survive. She is also survived 
by maternal grandfather, John D. Stem; 
and paternal grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. 
David Bender. The funeral service was 
held in the Iron Springs Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Kipe and Rev. Books 
officiating. Interment was in the Fountain-
dale Union Cemetery. 
Clepper: Sgt. Jeffery L. Clepper, born 
Jan. 13, 1954, died July 5, 1975, in Rock 
Hill, South Carolina. He is survived by his 
wife, Mrs. Kimberly Stone Clepper; his 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Paul E. Clepper, 
Sr., two brothers, two sisters, and mater-
nal grandmother. The funeral service was 
held in the Mechanicsburg Funeral Home 
with Rev. Simon Lehman and Rev. 
Charles R. Burgard officiating. Interment 
was in the Longsdorf Cemetery, New 
Kingston, Pa. 
Frey: George W. Frey, born Dec. 11, 
1876, in Lancaster Co., Pa., died June 22, 
1975. He is survived by three sons: 12 
grandchildren; 14 great-grandchildren; and 
a brother. He was a member of the Manor 
Brethren in Christ Church where he served 
as the first Sunday school superintendent. 
The funeral service was held in the Manor 
Church with Rev. John Hawbaker , Rev. 
Glenn Frey, and Rev. Henry Hostetter 
officiating. Interment was in the adjoining 
cemetery. 
Naylor: Herbert C. Naylor, bom Sept. 
2, 1896, in Talmadge, Kansas, died July 5, 
1975, in the Upland (Calif.) Convalescent 
Hospital. He was preceded in death by his 
wife five years ago. He is survived by a son, 
Harold; a daughter, Mrs. Doris Crowell; 
four grandchildren; two great-grandchil-
dren; two sisters; and one brother. The 
funeral service was held in the Draper 
M o r t u a r y with Rev . C . R. Heisey 
officiating. Interment was in the Bellevue 
Mausoleum. 
Reighard: David E. Reighard, born Jan. 
30, 1884, near Troy, Ohio, died July 8, 
1975, in Springfield, Ohio. He was mar-
ried to Carrie Heisey, who survives. Also 
surviving are a daughter, Mrs. Dorotha 
Plummer; four grandchildren; 15 great-
grandchildren; and two great-great-grand-
children; and two half sisters. A brother 
preceded him in death. The funeral service 
was held in the F rings and BaylifT Funeral 
Home, Tipp City, with Rev. Lee Homoki 
officiating. Interment was in the Wheelock 
Cemetery, Nashville, Ohio. 
Sider: Paul Sider, born March 13, 1880, 
died July 4, 1975. In December, 1906, he 
married Florence Mar r who preceded him 
in death in 1960. At the age of 13, he 
united with the Wainfleet Brethren in 
Christ Church. He is survived by three 
sons: Kenneth, Clifford, and Ross; two 
daughters: Mrs. Ida Huffman, Mrs. Mary 
Main; ten grandchildren; and 21 great-
grandchildren. A son and a granddaugh-
ter preceded him in death. The funeral 
service was held in the Wainfleet Church 
with Rev. Edward Gilmore officiating. 
Interment was in the Zion Cemetery. 
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I C C C , Car l Mcln t i r e , not to "abuse 
Kenya ' s hospitality and religious f reedom 
by turning the current conference into a 
political p la t fo rm for waging ideological 
w a r f a r e and d i sc red i t ing the A f r i c a n 
liberation movements in southern A f r i c a . " 
T h e government s ta tement noted tha t 
the I C C C has been associating black 
liberation movements with communism 
and that a s ta tement adopted by the con-
gress hailed Ian Smith as " a n upholder of 
civilization in the face of hostility f rom 
black A f r i c a . " 
There are 1,500 delegates a m o n g the 
4,000 total who a re f rom nations outside 
Afr ica . There a re 74 nat ions represented in 
all at the I C C C meet. Mos t delegates 
represent small denominat ions , many of 
them splinter groups which separated f rom 
larger denomina t ions whose views they 
held to be modern or ecumenical . 
Hatfield Would Provide Social Security 
Coverage To Non-ordained Missionaries 
A bill has been introduced in the U.S . 
Senate , designed to place all non-ordained 
Pro tes tan t missionaries in the same cate-
gory as " se l f -employed" individuals for 
purposes of U.S . Social Security taxat ion 
and coverage. 
Unde r the plan, mission societies which 
sponsor missionaries would be required to 
cont r ibute 7 percent of earnings for Social 
Security, instead of the 11.6 percent total 
paid by both employer and employee in the 
normal payroll deduction p rogram. 
Section 3121 of the Internal Revenue 
code already exempts R o m a n Cathol ic 
religious orders and Chris t ian Science 
pract i t ioners f rom the payroll deduction. 
Pro tes tant mission groups have been un-
clear whether they qualified for the same 
privileges. 
Christian Leader Backs Gandhi 
On Suspension of Rights 
A p r o m i n e n t Ind ian C h r i s t i a n h a s 
defended P r ime Minis ter Indira Gandh i ' s 
e m e r g e n c y p r o c l a m a t i o n s t h a t h a v e 
suspended some civil rights and jailed 
thousands. 
Dr. J . Russell Chand ran , principal of 
t h e U n i t e d T h e o l o g i c a l C o l l e g e , 
Bangalore, India, said the measures were 
n e c e s s a r y t o p r e s e r v e f r e e d o m a n d 
democracy . 
His s ta tement , issued on behalf of the 
Chris t ian Union of India, was one of the 
first by a C h r i s t i a n l eader on M r s . 
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Gandhi ' s s t rong-arm policies. Dr. Chan-
dran said tha t " t h e freedom provided by 
our democracy was grossly misused and 
democracy was being undermined." Mrs . 
Gandhi , acting under powers given in 
India 's constitution, imposed strict censor-
ship and ordered the arrests of political 
opponents and members of various cults 
and sects. 
Seventh-day Adventists Gave 
$347 Million For Church 
K. H. Emmerson , t reasurer of the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church, told dele-
gates to its world Congress, held in Vien-
na, that the denominat ion ' s 2,521,000 
members contributed $347 million last 
year to fur ther its work. 
He noted that the major portion of the 
money came f rom the 800,000 Adventists 
in Nor th Amer ica , al though most of the 
church 's members live in other parts of the 
world. 
Despite the trend in recent years toward 
financial difficulties in world markets and 
economic conditions, per capita giving 
among S D A members in the U.S . has 
reached $500. 
Research Exposes False Rumors 
About O'Hair Petitions 
It 's only a rumor that Madalyn Mur ray 
O ' H a i r , the well known atheist, is cir-
culating a petition to force N A S A to stop 
the as t ronauts f rom praying or reading the 
Bible in outer space, accroding to the Bap-
tist Joint Commi t t ee on Public Affairs , 
Washington, D.C. 
W h a t ' s more, it 's also untrue that Mrs . 
O ' H a i r is petitioning the Federal C o m -
munications Commiss ion to s top religious 
radio and TV broadcast ing. 
" M a n y unfactual circulars are being 
distributed across the country calling for 
letters which supposedly are needed to 
'S top Madalyn Murray O ' H a i r , ' " says 
John Baker, director of research services 
for the Baptist Joint Commi t t ee on Public 
Affairs. 
" T h e circulars assert incorrectly that (1) 
Mrs . O ' H a i r is renewing her earlier cam-
paign to have the as t ronauts publicly cen-
sured for reading the Book of Genesis on 
December 24, 1968, a n d / o r (2) that Mrs . 
O ' H a i r somehow is about to have both 
prayers and the mention of God banned 
f rom radio and T V , " Baker pointed out. 
His s tatements have been substant iated 
by the Nat iona l Aeronaut ics and Space 
Adminis t ra t ion and by Mrs . O ' H a i r her-
self. 
U S D A Will End U.S. Foreign Aid 
For Cigaret Advertising 
Officials of the U .S . Depar tment of 
Agriculture have agreed to end the pro-
g r a m under which American taxpayers 
help finance the advertising of cigarets 
abroad . 
Heavy criticism scotched the depart-
ment ' s g ran ts to help advertize cigarets 
overseas while the government tries to dis-
courage smoking at home. 
"Attend Church" Edict Overruled 
A three-judge federal court has granted 
an injunction against the enforcement of a 
lower cou r t decis ion tha t r equ i red a 
woman to attend church regularly as part 
of her probat ion. 
Ronald Elberger, president of the In-
diana Civil Liberties Union, said the grant-
ing of the injunction by the Seventh Circuit 
Cour t of Appeals in Chicago was the first 
case nationally in which probation te rms 
handed down by a lower court were chal-
lenged. 
T h e I C L U filed suit on behalf of Mrs . 
Rosanna Droll inger of Crawfordsvil le , 
who had been placed on probat ion for five 
years by Mon tgomery Circuit Cour t Judge 
T h o m a s K. Mitl igan af ter she was con-
victed on a charge of passing a forged 
check. Provisions of the probat ion were 
that she a t tend church regularly and tha t 
she and her child were restricted f rom 
seeing the child's grandparents . 
Saudi King Asks Muslim Unity 
And Denounces Zionism 
King Khalid of Saudi Arab ia opened the 
sixth Islamic Foreign Ministers ' Con-
ference July 12 with a plea for Musl im 
solidarity and a denunicat ion of Zionism. 
The conference was at tended by foreign 
ministers of 40 Islamic nations. 
In a gesture to Palestinians, King Khalid 
introduced to the ministers Yassir Ara fa t , 
head of the Palestinian Liberation Organ-
ization, who was in Saudi Arabia for a 
brief visit. 
In his address , the king descr ibed 
Zionism as " t h e most a t rocious form of 
imperialism and colonia l ism," and called 
on all Is lamic countries " t o press ahead 
with the work of Islamic sol idar i ty" begun 
by his predecessor, the late King Faisal . 
